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WHY?

This FACT SHEET has been created by The
British Sign and Graphics Association to:

Raise Awareness:

Emphasise the importance of COSHH
Regulations compliance for safety, legal
compliance, and accessibility.

Guide Compliance:
Share clear, concise guidance on achieving
regulatory standards.

Promote Best Practices:
Highlight creative, functional solutions that
balance safety with design.

Set Standards:
Establish benchmarks for safety, quality, and
accessibility within the industry.

Provide Clarity:

Support industry stakeholders to align work
activities with applicable regulations and end
user requirements.

DISCLAIMER:

is intended to help clarify
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IEENAIFYING HAZARDS:

Common hazardous substances in signage include: Inks and Toners: Solvents, heavy metals, pigments.
Adhesives & Solvents: Can be harmful if inhaled or absorbed.

Dust: From cutting, sanding, or grinding materials like acrylic or aluminum.

Cleaning Chemicals: Risk to skin and respiratory system.

Always obtain Safety Data Sheets (SDS) for all substances to understand risks and requirements.

MONITORING, RECORD KEEPING and EMERGENCIES:

Regularly review control measures and monitor team member health:

Air exposure monitoring and health surveillance programs.

DEVELOP CLEAR
COSHH PROCEDURES, Maintain records: COSHH register, risk assessments, health checks,
LABEL SUBSTANCES, and training logs.
MAINTAIN SAFTEY
DATA SHEETS, PROVIDE

HANDLING AND FIRST- Provide well stocked first-aid and spill kits, and ensure team members
AID GUIDANCE. know procedures for chemical exposure and containment.

Emergency preparedness:

PROVIDE TRAINING ON EMPLOYERS ARE LEGALLY RESPONSIBLE FOR IDENTIFYING,
PPE AND EMERGENCY ASSESSING, AND CONTROLLING HAZARDOUS SUBSTANCE RISKS;
RESPONSES. BREACHING COSHH REGULATIONS CAN CAUSE SERIOUS HARM TO
TEAM MEMBERS AND POTENTIAL LEGAL ACTION..

The Control of Substances Hazardous to Health (COSHH) Regulations require organisations to manage risks
from hazardous substances to protect team members. Within the signage and graphics industry, hazards may
come from inks, adhesives, solvents, dust, and cleaning chemicals. Identifying these risks are the primary
steps in ensuring adherence to best practice and creating a safe workplace. For more information: visit the
Health and Safety Executive (HSE) website on COSHH compliance: https://www.hse.gov.uk/coshh/

Complying with key regulations, such as the Control of
Substances Hazardous to Health Regulations 2002 (SI
2002/2677), ensures that organisations and team
members manage exposure to hazardous substances
safely, protecting health, reducing workplace risks, and
demonstrating professionalism and regulatory
compliance (HSE).

Establishes general duties to ensure health, safety, and
welfare at work.

Covers risk assessments, team
member training, and organisation of health and safety.

Requires provision, maintenance, and
correct use of PPE.

Ensures machinery and
equipment are safe, maintained, and used properly.

Sets minimum workplace standards for
ventilation, cleanliness, and welfare.

Governs storage, handling, and disposal
of hazardous waste.

Regulates labelling and safety data sheets for hazardous
substances.

Provides
official exposure limits for hazardous substances.

Practical guidance on conducting
COSHH risk assessments.

“S|” stands for Statutory Instrument, a type of UK legislation
that sets out detailed rules under an existing Act of
Parliament.

Visit our website: Technical Guidance:
for more information.




