WHY?

This FACT SHEET has been created by The
British Sign and Graphics Association to:

Raise Awareness:

Emphasise the importance of RAMS ownership
and subcontractor compliance for safety, legal
compliance, and accessibility.

Guide Compliance:
Share clear, concise guidance on achieving
regulatory standards.

Promote Best Practices:
Highlight creative, functional solutions that
balance safety with design.

Set Standards:
Establish benchmarks for safety, quality, and
accessibility within the industry.

Provide Clarity:

Support industry stakeholders to align work
activities with applicable regulations and end
user requirements.

DISCLAIMER:

“This document has been produced by the British Sign & Graphics Association (BSGA) for general guidance and advisory purposes only. It is intended to help clarify
relevant COMPLIANCE, GOVERNANCE, legislation, standards, and

While the content is published in good faith, it is provided without liability and is ot intended to constitute or substitute legal advice. The application and
interpretation of COMPLIANCE, GOVERNANCE, legislation AND laws can vary depending on the specific circumstances. Therefore, users are strongly advised to
legal raining

BSGA will not be liable for any decision made or action taken in reliance on this guidance, nor for any consequential, special, or similar damages, evenif advised of the
possibility of such damages. Al information is believed to be accurate at the time of publication; however, the BSGA accepts no responsibility for any errors or
forany loss or d

htand in this d tare owned by the BSGA. You may download and print this document for internal, non-profit use within
your organisation. However, it must not be copied, reproduced, sold, distributed, or used for . nor shared with third parties outside your
‘without the prior written consent of the BSGA.
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QUESTION:CAN RAMS BE ISSUED UNDER THE PRINCIPAL
CONTRACTOR’'S NAME |IF WORK IS SUBCONTRACTED? YES!

Submitting RAMS under your own organisation’s name is both acceptable and often essential to ensure a
compliant approach to site safety management.

However, this responsibility should not be underestimated.

You must be confident that all risk assessments and method statements are accurate, current, and tailored to
the specific site conditions.

Be it within active construction sites, high footfall retail areas, or elevated external facades, signage
professionals frequently encounter complex operational risks that demand meticulous planning, coordination,
and clear communication.

Robust project management - underpinned by industry best practice and full regulatory compliance - is
essential to delivering consistent, compliant, and professional signage installations across the diverse and
often challenging environments in which our industry operates.

RAMS form an essential baseline of safe working practices.

They outline how specific tasks will be implemented safely, providing reassurance to clients, contractors, and
operatives alike. However, on projects involving subcontractors, questions frequently arise regarding who is
responsible for producing the RAMS and where the legal accountability lies.

When a principal contractor or project lead submits RAMS under their own branding - even when
subcontractors are delivering the works - they assume accountability for both the content of those documents
and the safety practices on site.

This makes understanding the correct use, review, and integration of subcontractor RAMS a vital part of
project planning and delivery.

IF THERE IS ANY UNCERTAINTY, OR CLARITY IS REQUIRED - IT IS ADVISABLE TO SEEK GUIDANCE FROM
LEGAL ORHEALTH AND SAFETY PROFESSIONALS TO PROTECT YOUR ORGANISATION'S POSITION.
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for more information. Association

VISIT OUR WEBSITE: Technical Guidance Note: @ British Sign

FURTHER READING AND RESOURCES:

Managing Health and Safety in Construction (HSG150)
https://www.hse.gov.uk/pubns/books/hsg150.htm

The Construction (Design and Management) Regulations 2015 (CDM 2015)
REQUIRE PRINCIPAL CONTRACTORS TO COORDINATE AND MANAGE ALL HEALTH AND SAFETY MATTERS ON SITE.

https:/www.hse.gov.uk/construction/cdm/2015/index.htm

Rams form an essential baseline of safe working
practices. They outline how specific tasks will be
implemented safely, providing reassurance to clients,
contractors, and operatives alike.

However, on projects involving subcontractors, questions
frequently arise regarding who is responsible for
producing the RAMS and where the legal accountability
lies.

When a principal contractor or project lead submits
RAMS under their own branding - even when
subcontractors are delivering the works - they assume
accountability for both the content of those documents
and the safety practices on site.

This makes understanding the correct use, review, and
integration of subcontractor RAMS a vital part of project
planning and delivery.

This guide serves as a practical resource for both
installers and project managers, providing clear guidance
on best practices, and supporting enhance workplace
safety, reduce liability, and lead with integrity.
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RISK ASSESSMENT
METHOD STATEMENT

A RISK ASSESSMENT identifies the hazards
associated with a task, who may be affected, and
what controls are needed to minimise risk.

The METHOD STATEMENT complements this by
detailing how the work will be performed step by
step, including tools, materials, access equipment,
sequencing, and emergency procedures.




